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G .DINANCE g 9 89‘

AN OEDINANCE relating to the Police Departinent; creating a position for a citizen
observer on the Firearms Review Board

WHEREAS, the Seatile Police Department has an internal Firearms Review Board that is
convened to investigate and review the circumstances attending each discharge of a
firearm by an officer; and

WHEREAS, the Board currently corsists of appointees from: within the Police Department; and

WHEREAS, the Mayor and the City Council have an interest in increasing the confidence of the
general public in the review process; and

WHEREAS, adding a non-voting citizen observer to the Firearms Review Board would
accomplish this; Now Therefore,

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF SEATTLE AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. Fircarms Review Board Citizen Observer Position Created; Purpose

There is created a Firearms Review Board Citizen Observer position (hereinafter
“Citizen Observer”) with authority to attend ecach meeting of the Seaitle Police Department
Fircarms Review Board as a non-voting observer, to report annually to the Mayor and
Council on the proceedings of the Firearms Review Board, and to increase the confidence of
the general public in the review process.

Section 2. Definitions

As used in this Subchapter, the following definitions apply:

A. “Firearms Review Board” refers to the Seattle Police Department’s internal review board
(or successor unit), currently refer2nced in Section 1.305 of the Seattie Police Department’s
Policies and Procedures Manual, whese puroore is to investigate and review the
circumstances attend.g each discharge of a weapon by an officer.

Section 3. Appointment of the Citizen Observer

A. ‘The Mayor shall appoint as his or her representative, a Citizen Observer, subject to
confirmation by the City Council, to observe the proceedings of the Firearms Review Board.
The Citizen Observer shall serve a term of three (3) years and may be reappointed to one

subsequent bwe_sree- year term by the Mayor, si ... to confinmation by the City Council.
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Terms shall begin on January—l-of edd-numbered-years—or-upon-the-effective-date—of-an
appointmentiflater-and-run-through Dece=ber-3-of the-following-odd-numbered-year-on

the effective date of this ordinance.

The Citizen Observer may be removed from office by the Mayor by filing a
statement of reasons for removal with the City Council. The Citizen Observer shall receive a
stipend of $150 for each hearing of the Firearms Review Board that she or he attends.

B. The Citizen Observer should possess the foliowing qualifications an- characteristics:

1. A reputation for integrity and professionalism, as well as the ability to
maintain a high standard of integrity in the office;

2. A commitment to and knowledge of the need for and responsibiliﬁes of law
enforcement, as well as the need to protect basic constitutional rights of all affected parties;

3. The potential for gaining the respect of departinental personnel and the
citizens of this City;

4, The ability to work effec*ively with the Mayor, City Council, City Attorney,
Chief of the Department, departmentaf personnel, and citizens, and

5. The ability, as shown by previous experience, to work with diverse groups

and individuals.

Section 4. Duties of the Citizen Observer

A. Observe the proceedings of the Firearms Review Board

The Citizen Observer shall observe the proceedings of the Seattle Police
Department’s Firearms Review Board. The Citizen Observer will function as a non-voting
member of the Firearms Review Board.
B. Confidentiasity of the Procecdings

In discharging his or her responsibiiities, The Citizen Observer shall protect the
confidentiality of the proceedings of the Fircarms Review Board. The Citizen Observer shall
not identify any subjects of review or describe particular incidents in any public report

required by this chapter or in any other public forum.

R
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C. Citizen Observer to Prepare Annual Report

The Citizen Observer shall prepare an annual report of his or her observations about
the proceedings of the Firearms Review Board. This report shall be forwarded to the Mayor,
City Council, Chief of Police, City Attorney, and City Clerk for filing as a public record.
The Citizen Observer’s report shall be prepared in accordance with the following provisions:

1. The Citizen Observer’s report shall contain a general description of the
Firearms Review Board proceedings she or he has attended in the past year, including, but
not limited to:

a. the number of proceedings attended by the Citizen Observer.

h. a breakdown of the recommendations of the proceedings (e.g.,
whether the discharge of the fircarm was determined by the Chief of Police as justified or
unjustified);

c. a summary of issues, problems, and trends noted by the Citizen
Observer as a result of his or her review;

d. any recommendations that the Department consider additional officer
training; and

e any reconumnendations that the Department consider policy or
procedural changes withia the framework of applicable law and labor agreements.

2. The Citizen Observer’s report shall not contain any recommendations
concerning any particular police officer or information leading to the identity of a specific
incident, nor shall the report comment upon or make recommendations concerning potential
civil or criminal liability of specific employees. police officers, or citizens.

3. The Citizen Obser  shall deliver a confidential preliminary draft of his or
her annual report to the Chief of Police for review and comment. The Chief of Police shall
report and comment on the prelimizary report within twenty (20) working days after receipt
of the report. The Citizen Observer shall submit the final report within thirty (30) days after
receipt of the Chief’s commer .. The Citizen Observer’s final report shall be submitted no

later than the first day of December each year.
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4. The Chief of Palice shall forward to the Mayur, City Council, City Attorney,
and City Clerk within twenty (20) working days of receipt of the Citizen Observer’s final
report, the Chief’s written comments on the report.

Section 5. Citizen Observer to Meet with the Mayor, City Council, and Chief of Police

The Citizen Observer shall meet periodically with the Mayor, City Council, and the
Chief of Police regarding recommendations to i, rove the fircarms review process within
the framework of applicable law and labor agreements.
Section 6. Any act consistent with the authority of and prior to the effective date of this
ordinance is hereby ratified and confirmed.
Section 7. Within eighteen (18) months of its effective date. the Mayor shall .ubmit an
evaluation of this ordinance t the City Council.
Section 8. The provisions of this ordinance are declared to be sepa?ate and severable.
The invalidity of any clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivision, section or portion of this
ordinance, or the invalidity of the app'ication thereof to any person or circumstance shall not
affect the val'dity of the remaizuer of this ordinance or the validity of its gpplication to other
persons or circumstances.

Section 9. This ordinance shall take effect and be in force thirty (30) days from and
after its approvil by the Mayor, but if not approved and returned by the Mayor within ten
(10) days & er p-sentation, it shall take cffect as provided by Municinz! Code Section

1.04.020.
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PASSED by the City Council of the City of Seattle this = day of%?"a@a/ s
f

1997, and signed by me in open session in authentication of its passage this ;3__ day of

e Lo

sident e City Council

Approved by me this (é day of er;ﬁ 1997.

N
4 / &
ayor

Filed by me this {0 day of %@g,ml 1997,

Q@Le,fu b Z,;//\\Qvﬁ/{w

Gity“Clerk

{Seal)

i

s
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ORDBINANCE

AN ORDINANCE relating to the Police Department; creating
obsarver on the Firearms Review Board

pusition for a citizen

WHEREAS, the Seattle Police Department has an internal I‘/; rms Review Board that is
convened to investigate and review the cxrcumsrances' attending -each discharge of a
firearm by an officer, and

WHEREAS, the Board currently consists of appointees fr7/\vithin the Police Department; and

WHEREAS, the Mayor and the City Council have an iy
weneral public in the review process; and /7

erest in increasing the confidence of the

WHEREAS, adding a non-voting citizen obsegfer to the Firearms Review Board would
accomplisii this; Now Therefore, ’

4
i
7

BE IT ORIAINED BY THE CITY OF SEA};I‘ LE AS FO LOWS:
!
Section |. Firearms Review Board szeiféf Observer Position Created: Purpose
//
There is created a Firearms }}eview Board Citizen Observer position (hereinafter

“Citizen Observer”) with authority éj(,uend ¢ach meeting of ihe Seattle Police Department
Fircarms Review Board as a n(}}]gvo!mg, observer to report annually to the Mayor and
Council on the proceedings of ¢ e Fnrearm; Review Board, and to increase the confidence of
the general public in the revi‘ v procr:ss',:f
Section 2. Definitions /; ‘

As used in this S chapter the following definitions apply:

A. “Firearms Review | gard” refers to the Seattle Police Department’s internal review board

(or successor unit), cfirrently referenced in Section 1.305 of the Seattle Police Department’s
Policies and Prodedures Manual, whose purpose is ‘o investigate and review the

circumstances attgnding each discharge of a weapon by an officer.

Section 3. Amu‘!mment of the Citizen Qbserver

Al The MhAyor shall appoint as his or her representative, a Citizen Observer, subject to
confirmationfby the City Council, 10 observe the proceedings of the Firearms Review Board.
the, (3 0

The Citizen Observer shall serve a term of twe (2] years and may be reappointed to one

subsequent two- year term by the Mayor, subject to confirmation by the City Council. Terms

G trama o ai
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shall begin on January 1 of odd-numbered vears, or upon the effective date of an

appointment if lat. , and run through December 31 of the following odd-numbered year.
The Citizen Observer may be removed from office by the Mafor by filing a
statement of reasons for removal with the City Council. The Citizen Obggrver shall receive a

stipend of $150 for each hearing of the Firearms Review Board that s/ # or he attends.

B. The Citizen Observer should possess the following qualifigitions and characteristics:
i A reputation for integrity and professionali/ , a8 wel‘l “as the ability to
maintain a high standard of integrity in the office: !/
2. A commitment to and knowledge of th.efz ;Cud for and responsibilities of law

enforcement, as well as the need to prot=et basic co}zé'tittltienai rights of all affected parties;
{I
3. The potential for gaining the f/‘;pect of departmental personnel and the

&

7
4, The ability to work effecti‘//é‘l) with the Mayor, City Council, City Attorney,

citizens of this City,

Chief of the Department, departmental glersonnel, and citizens; and

2

5. The ability, as showpl by previous experience, to work with diverse groups
7
and individuals. Vi
/

/

£
V4
Section 4. Duties of the Citézen Observer

A. Observe the proceed ;\gs of the Firearms Revicew Board

The Citizen jObserver shall observe the proceedings of the Seattle Police

Department’s Fireafms Review Board. The Citizen Observer will function as a non-voting

member of the Fifearms Review Board.
B. Confidentiglity of the Proceedings
istharging his or her responsibilities, The Citizen Observer shall protect the
confidentiagty of the proceedings of the Firearms Review Board. The Citizen Observer shall
not . ndly any subjects of review or describe particular incidents in any public report

requiredfby this chapter or in any other public forum.

C. Citizen Observer to Prepare Annual Report

e i
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The Citizen Observer shall prepare an annual report of his or her observations about
ra
to the Mayor,

ihe proceedings of the Firearms Review Board. This report shall be forwar
City Council, Chief of Police, City Astorney, and City Clerk for ﬁling/' a public record.

The Citizen Observer’s repori shall be prepared in accordance with thg'following provisions:

-

The Citize s Observer’s report shall contain a gineral description of the

Firearms Review Board proceedings she or he has attended i the past year, including, but

not limited to: /
a the number of proceedings atteng“d by the Uitizen Observer.
7
b. a breakdown of the recoméﬁ/cndalions of the proceedings (e.g.,

F
7

whether the discharge of the firesrm was detergﬁ‘nﬁd by the Chief of Police as justified or

unjustified); ¥
Lo . -
c. a summary of issufs, problems, and trends noted Ly the Citizen

Observer as a result of his or her review;

d. any rececmmendations that the Department consider additional officer
training; and /
e any recymmendanom that the Department consider policy or

procedural changes within |hpf framework of applicable law and labor agreements.
g
2. The Citize§ Observer's report shall wnot contain any recommendations
concerning any particuldr police officer or information leading to the identity of a specific

incident, nor shall thefreport comment upon or make recommendations concerning potential

i

civil or criminal lia§ility of specific employees, police officers, or citizens.

o
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4. The Chief of Police shall forward to the Mavor, City Coungfl, City Attorney,

and City Clerk within twenty (20) working days of receipt of the Cigzen Observer’s final

report, the Chief’s written comments on the report.

y
Section 5. Citizen Observer to Meet with the Mavoy. City Cégfcil and Chief of Police

The Citizen Qbserver shall meet periodically with t}; Mayor, City Councii, and the

Chief of Police regarding recommendations to improve ffie fircarms review process within
f

the framework of applicable law and labor agreememsjj
&

Section 6. Any act consistent with the authorityof and prior to the effective date of this
7

ordinance is hereby ratified and confirmed.
55
Section 7. Within eighteen (18) months c[)j its effeciive date, the Mayor shall submit an
7
#
evaluation of thi. ... inance to the City Cm;ﬁcii.
F

. .
Section 8. The provisions of this ordnance are dec’ared to be separate and severable.

The invalidity of any clause, sentengé, paragraph, subdivision, section or portion of this

£
E

ordinaiice, or the invalidity of the ;?i:)lication thereof to any pe:son or circumstance shall not
i

affect the validity of the remaindgt of this ordinance or the validity of its application to other

-
PETSONS OF cifcumsiaiices 7

Section 9. This ordin..;fbe shall take effect and be n force thirty (30) days from and

after its approval by the Agjgyor, but if not approved and reiurned by tie Mayor within ten
(10) days after presemtatipn, it shail take effect as provided by Municipal Code Section
' 04.020. /
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FASSED by the City Council of the City of Seattle this js’iay of

-

1997, and signed by me in open session in authentication offfts passage this ____ day of

. 1997,

__of the City Council

Approved by .z this da;,%%t , 1997
7
i
A
;; Mayor
I
7
g .
Fiied by me this fiay of ~ , 1997,

City Clerk

{Seal)
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